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Buckle his boyhood's isolation. Acurding to

to
hi . the
he derived from his sojourn in France
was his “having breathed for a whole year
the free and genial atmosphere of Con-
tinental life.® He could not then, as he
remarks in his autobiography, have known
muoh of English society. He did not know,
he says, its “low moral tone,” the “absence
of high feelings" and “sneering depreciation
of all demonstrations of them,” and he
could net, consequently, perceive the con-
trast with the French, who cultivate sen-
timents elevated, by comparison at least,
'ond who, by the habitual exercise of the
| feelings, encouruge alko a culture of the
understanding that descends to the o
educated classes  Still ho was impressed |
by French amiability and soclability, con- |
trasted with the English habit of “acting
" an if everybody else was either an enemy
or & bore = Mill's appreciation of French |
courtesy fell in with a marked tendency of |
his thought Of course, at the age of 14
he had only laid the foundation of an
' | acquaintance with France and Frenchmen |
John Stuart Mill, born on the 20th | which was (o beoomes oloser (0 stbsequent

The third volume of the work entitied
Utilitarians by  Lesuix
mainly

thamite sect, and who in the latter yeam of
his Jife exercised a far wider authority
than had ever been attained by his pred-
ecossor  The disciples of Bentham and
Jues Mill hacd beon relatively few, but
the hour came when John Stuart Mill was
the most conspicuous of English think-
ers, when political Liberals referred (o
bim as the soundest expounder of their
principles, and when #ven in the English
universities he probably had more lol-l
Jowers than any other teacher  The |
causes of the intellcctual change which
such facts indicate are cxamined in the
book before us, which begins, however,
with an account of J 8 Mill's personal
history, based to a large extent on bis |
autobiography

of May, 1500, was 2 years old At years  He ultimately acquired a cordial
the death of Benthain and 30 at the syapathy with the French Liberais, grew
death of his father  He was thus old enough | ¢ be throughly familiar with French pol-

itios, and followed the later history of his
friends with intere<t and admiration. In |
hix sarly essayvs he constantly insists upon
the merits of French writers, and laments
the seandalous ignorance of their achiev-
ments prevalent in England. The French |
philosophes  of eighiteenth  century
became his  model  He  himself  thinks
that he pushed his zeal in this direction

0 be deeply aflected by their personal
Influence, hut his precocity made his re-
lation to his elders far more intimate than
ft otherwise would have been.  From his
early years he was looked upon by James
Mill and Bentham as their spiritual heir
'o ohild was ever more strenuously -
dootrinated with the views of a sect. From
the dawn of his intellect until the age of

the

314 he was the subject of one of the  aeay to excess, and there is no doubt that
most  singular  educational  experiments | gome  contemporary  French writers ex-
recorded  He says in his autoblography  erejsed an influsnce of the highest impor-

tance upon his views  German he did not
learn until some time later, nor did he ever
become a profound student of German
literature and philosophy.  France, on |
the other hand, was a kind of second country
to him, and exeited what may almost be
called a patrioti: sentiment  The fact

that his memory did not go back to the
time when he began Gresk, but he had
been told that he was then 3 vears old
By his wighth year he had read al! Herod
otus, Xenophon's “Cyropesdia” and “ Mem-
orabilia,” part of Lucian and six dialogues
of Plato, including the “Themtetus ©  Iu

the next three years he read Homer, Thueys  qontributed for many years to make him !
dides, parts of the plays of Sophocles. | o awhat of an alien in his native land |
Euripides and Aristophanes, Demosthenes John Stuart Mill returned to l".n.h.nd"

in July, 1821 Thers he took up his old
studies, read Condillac, and a history of
the French Revolution, about which, in
spite of his previous stay in France, he
had known very little  Being intended
for the bar, he now began to study Roman

Aeschines and Lysias, Theooritus, Anacreson
and the Anthology, and, finally, Aristotie’s
*Rhetoric,” which treatise he carefully ana-
lyzed and tabulated at the age of 1
He did not bagin Latin till his eighth year,
when he read Cornelius Nepos and Casar's
*Commentaries ” By his twelfth vear he | 1o under John Austin He set to work
had read much of Virgil, Horace, Livy, upon Bentham, and the reading of Dumont ‘s !
Ballust, Ovid's “Motamorphoses ™ Terence, | roaiea de Légwdation formed an epoch in |
Laueretius and a groat deal of Cieero his life  His botanioal studies had fostered !

As regards mathematios we may mention | ail's early taste for classification, alvsady |
that by his eighth year he had learned | yuakened by hix previous logioal studies
a little arithmetic, had afterward gone on - Ha was now delighted to find that human
to conie sections and trigonometry, and | goions might be classified as well as plants,
had begun the differential caleulus  He | g0 poreaver, classified on the prineiple
read also some books upon the experimental | of yeility, that is to say, by reference to a

sciences, especially .-h.-vun!ry, bt )u.-l guiding rule for ail known conduet “Util- |
no opportuiity of seeing actual experi- | {1 1ook ite place as “the keystone which
ments  In English, before he was 12, b together the detached and fragmen-

he had read histories, making otes and
discussing the results with his father in
morning walks.  In a puely unaginative
direction he had been allowed to read
*Robinson Crusoe,” “The Arabian Nights,”
*Don Quirote,” Miss Edgewoith's stories,
::":’ . "';““' f"“w"""l:“‘“"‘ Bailli’s  pentific, it did not regard as possible an
’de_ OPe 'R Ssother o was attraoted et regeneration of man, it recognized
:’;m '.'":‘ I“":“"n::“:'m"' ot ‘:"""'""ﬂn necessity of slow elaboration, but
o r» for Shakespears, oorad a sufciently wide vista of con-
mm:“;‘;“"“'"nn‘ of Spenser's "Faory | yingous improvement to be promoted by
Queen o o attempted b“:n little Latin, | yocamitting labor. At this time the boy |
:'Ild“ :;. g hu"‘“:::':"“‘:‘“ : "'"';,‘ :" enlarged his philosophical reading; studied
fasoh “. 3 .“" 'h itthe English = | ke Helvetiue and Hartley, Berkeley |
ml A g u‘:‘ "";“ i Intellectual | 4nd Hume's “Easays, " bavides Reid, Dugald |
B e Sy vaa Vo i e | P R o e o 4
; * | and oot " yose studios were oarried
ftiated in philosophical studies.  Logic he | op while he was reading his father's *Analy-
began "{ reading Aristotle, some of the | 4o of the Human Mind® in manusoript,
:;‘".,'*"":'""m.‘";:. """l‘::" "h" ":d | and no doubt discussing with his father
S Tahee ectu the points raised by the arguments. The
llim“u;mr; ||h- uulln{- "“-hT v;yllugnm He  last ook which he mentions in his auto-
':: "'::' :!"‘:"‘ "‘“"" e ‘:L"":'“"’" but | piography as affecting his early develop-
- il ;" . o u;n '; and the | ment s “Philip  Beauchamp's™ treatise
""“‘“; ::ud: "' "" words "‘1""":' a | upon e utility of religion, the treatise in
caref - mos henes,  Tacitus, “h fham's views u the sut
Juvenal and Quintilian, and then cdvancsd :::; _‘:",'.'_r,:";,: “;:: g —
m‘“ "‘;"" lHl:' ':h';“l::'-ln ‘i';:'nl:l: ;::T:,:'; In 1822, being then l!l. Mill began to com-
"“h for the maore mvystical or |lll!'|lv‘l| .|":‘“."'::I"|'::::'n':u|: 1"::‘:‘.'-:?::”"':;
t;"ﬂ':"“." '!'l:;'l‘l:' ‘""::" ’“;"::Iml P'..""" the Utilitarian circle  John Austin was
" ra further stimu- i tator, ax we have said, in Roman Law
I;':‘!"l" h‘"“"{' :'"“ "'_""l";" the proofs of | with him and with Girote he held much
:" ":'"" "’ - ) the vear 1M9, | « vinnathetic communion,” but his  first
g e i3, T ot o g |y o et i b ot 0 b
" y cing g
to writing his father's oral expositions, ::.:;::;mr‘n'l::-‘“ '“";' .\:::m :A':oumr\
..d.'d ":",';‘""“"’ reading Ricardo and ). “really influentinl mind among those |
A iore ended dohn Seusrt Mil's | e g gy s o gl vy B
o * lessons, | ridge orators  John Mill visited Charles
so far as they were received saystematically 4 0in at Cambridge in 1822, and greatly

ary parts of his knowledge and beliefs * |
He had now a philosophy, and even, he
savs, “inone of the best senses of the word, :
a religion, the inculeation and diffusion of
which could be made the principal outward |
prrpose of & life © His religion was strictly {

|
|
|
|

from his father. In his own opinion o reced the undergraduates by his con-
the experiment proved the possibility  yorational power  The elder Mill was ‘
of instilling into a child an amount of knowl- urged to send his son to Trinity College, '

edge such as s rarely acquired  before
manhood  Not only was he widely read,
but he was interested in a large cirele of
subjects. Yot he himsell expresses the
opinion that he was rather below than above
par in quickness of apprehension, reten-
tiveness of memory and energy of character. | o waid in 1888, “as administered for two
The inferenoe drawn by him was that what | niuries past, with sentiments little short
he did could be done by any child of average [ of utter abhorrence *  Meanwhile, he
health and capacity.  His later achieve | g rpad in the winter of 152223 a little so-
ments, he thinks, were due to tho fact that, | oy of his own, which he called the Utili-

Cambridge, but, apparently, he fearsd |
to expose the youth to Anglican contagion ‘
John Mill himsell long held the English
universitios to he mere institutions for
;| supporting  the  established oreedd. *We |
regard the system of these institutions,”

::muh:(_)nr fn.\'..r-:n.- "il"‘\llnl‘l‘nwm-_ tarian Society  He mentions among it |
father's training had given !‘"" the L ombers William Eyton Tooke, son of |
start of his contemporaries by a “quarter  ppooae Tooke, the sconomist; William |

of a century *  John Stuart Mill is some-
times adduced as an example of the evils |
done by exoessive instruction, but Mr
Stephen, while inclined to think that a
Hitle ericket would have bwen an excellent |
substitute for half the ancient literature
hammered into the lad, points out that,
after all, he bocame one of the leading men
of his generation, and {f his strenunous
education was not the sole cause, it must be
reckoned as having been a main condition
of his sucoess.  Clearly his father's toach-
ing had one, and that the highest, merit
The son had been taught really to use his |
mind: he had been trained to argue closely . |
|

Ellis. known for his exertions in the diree-
tion of promoting the study of politieal
sconomy in schools, George John Graham,
afterward an offidal in the Bankruptey
Court, and Graham's special friend, John
Arthur Roebuck, who was to be one |
of the most thorough-going Radicals of |
the following period, though in the end
he beocame a Tory With these youths |
all apparently John Mill's seniors hy al
fow yoars, he discussed the principles of
the sect, and became, as he savs, “a sort
of leader

m.

When he had just finished his seventeenth
year, John Stuart Mill received the appoint-
| ment which decided the future course of his
| outward life On May 21, 1823, he was ap-
pointed to a clerkship in the India House,
and received micoessive promotions, till
in 1868 he became chief of the office with a
salary of £2,000 & year The advantage of
the position to a man of Mill's power of work
was unmistakable  He was placed beyond
all anxioty as o breadwinning e was not
bound 1o make a living by his pen, and
could devote himmsell 1o writing of permanent
value He was at the same time brought
inte: olose relation with the conduct of
actual affalrs. foroed 0 recognise the
neoessity of compromise, and to study the
art of imsulling thoughts into minds not
specially preparsd for their reception It
s pointed out by Mr Stephen that Mill's
books show how well he aoguired 1hie art
Whatever their othar memts or delems
they unguestionaldy reconcile conditions |
that tes often conflict | they are the jeodum
of mature reflection. and vyt they ame
poremetitod as o b e dligitde Wb spencnal
AL As an terpreter batween the
atwirmet phitbosogster and the man of common |
et ML e Ubesat s e

Mill s dutes @t the lndia House were

anising provided bim sk slmosi b sk an e abmorhs s powers. and
only reorapiion 1 enoouraged the love though  commtesibnsy  Baehanging  his
. e GG & o e Prre- | Gben luacuoml ke manngd v W Ul ee

0 test conclusions, instead of receiving them
passively, and o systematize his knowl-
edge as he acquired it. The course of
arduous mental gymnastios to which he
had been subjectad qualified him to appear
in early youth as a vigorous controver-
sans: angd to achieve an immense quantity |
of valuable work hefore he passed middie |
age. Our author s disposed to think it

improbable that more ocould bave been |
made of John Stuart Mill's faculties by

any other system . certainly he gave a rare.

ly approached instancd of a hife in which |
the waste of energy s reduced to & min-
mum

n

At the snd of his fourteenth vear Ml |
wont (o the South of France, and stayed
there for & twelvemonth with Sir Samuel
Bestham, the brother of Jeremy  There
e lmarned Fronch, attended vanous oourwes
of lectures, and carvied further the stody
of mathomatios and of politioa soonomy
The period, however, was chiefly notable
for the awakening of other tasten The
tonnons of foncing and nding masiens seen
1o have hwen throwy away, bt e earned
smething of totany from Geeorge Rentham
e son of Nur Samesl, aftorward distin
W the soaew  MUls ase Tor

| nervous wystem

much other work as might have occupled
the whole time of an average man. His
first printed writings had been some letters
in the Traveiler in 1822, defending Ricardo
and James Mill against some critiolsm
by Torrens. He then contributed three

THE SUN,

letters to she Morning Chronicle denouncing |

the prossoution of Richard Carlile for
publishing the works of Tom Paine, &
prosecution which excited the rightful
weath of the Utilitarians. From the time
whoen the Westminater Review was started
in the spring of 1824, he was the most fre-
quent writer for i1, eontributing thirteen
articles between the second and the eigh-
teeuth number  Mr Stephen, who has
read these articles, finds that Mill had not
as vet attained his full powers of axpression;
neither the style nor the arrangement of
the matter had the merits of his later works,
By far the most remarkabls among them
was the review of Whately's “Logie” in
January, 1528  here the knowledge is-
played and the vigor of the diction are
pronounced surprising in a youth of 21
The article proves, moreover, that Mill

" was already reflecting upon the questions

to be treated in bis own “Logic ®  Whiie
thus serving an apprentiosship to journal-
jem, Mill was going through a notable
mental training  About the beginning of
1525 he undertook to edit Bentham's “Ha-
tionale of Evidence ™ He says that this
work “ocoupisd nearly all bis leisure for
about & year,” and Mr. Stephen regards
as marvellous the accomplishment of such
a task by a youth of 20 in a twelvemonth
He had to condense large masses of Ben
tham's erabbed manuscript into a ocon
tinuous treatise; to “unroll® his author’s
involved and parenthetic sentences. to

! read the standard English texth oks upon

evidenoe; 1o reply 1o reviewers of previous
works of Bentham's, and to add comments
upon some logical points. Finally, he had
to wee “five large volumes through the

press *  Our author, like Miil himself,
attributes to the practice thus obtained
the fact that the editor's style became
aftervard “markedly superior® to what
it had been before

The extraordinary amount of labor

which Mill underwent in 1828 is connected
by Mr Stephen with the singular mental
convulsion which he experienced In the
next vear He was, as he hinwelf says, in
a “dull state of nerves"during the autumn
of 1828 1t occurred 1o him to ask whather

| he would ba happy, supposing all his ob-

could be realized  “An ir
repressible  consciousness distinetly  an
awered, No *  He could think of no phy
wician of the mind who could “raze out the
rooted trouble of the brain = He drageed
on mechanically through the winter of
1526-27, and the gloom only gathered  He
made up his mind that he could not bear
life for more than a wear CGradually,
however, he recovered, though he suffered
several relapses  He learned, he says,
two lessons:  first, that, though happiness
must be the end, 1t must not be the imme
diate, or conscious, end of life Anlk
whether vou are happy and you will cease
to be happy  Fix upon some end external
to happiness, and happiness will be “in
haled with the air you breathe ™ In the
second place, he loarnad to make the “eul
tivation of the feelings” one of the cardinal
points in his ethical and philosophical creed

Jects in life

| It was characteristic of Mill that he did not

in

explicitly attribute this mental erisis
the obvious physical cause,  exoessive
mental esertion He would never admit
that hard work could injure anybody
He intimated that his dejection was oc-
casioned by & “low state of nerves.” but
added that this was one of the acoidents
to which anyone is occasionally habile
Mr Stephen suggests that, at any raie, a
man would be more liable to it, who, hike
Mill, had bhean kept in a state of severs
intellectual tension from his earliest in-
fancy, and who had gone through such
labors as were involved in the editing of
Bentham's *Rationale of Evidence ™ That
hix health was permanently affected there
s 1o be no doult fen vears later
(1898) he was “seized with an obstinate
derangement of the brain ©  One symptom
was & “oraseless apasmodic twitching over
one eye,” which pever left him In 1839
another iliness foreed him to take a month's
holiday, which he spent in laly It left
an abiding weakness of the lungs and the
stomach.  An accident in 188
Jong iliness and the prostration of the
In 1854 another serious
iliness, which caused him to
an eight months’ tour in Ttaly, Sicily and
Greeoe, led 1o the “partial destruction of
one lung.” and “great general
In spite of these sufferings Mill continued
to work as strentiously as before, and, until
the illness of 18%, showed no signs of any

I decline of intellectual energy

Meanwhile his snergetic course of self-
education was scarcely interrupted by
In 1525 he contrib-

the period of dejection

|

|

. e

Mystio.* In 180 and 1831 he wrote his
essays on “Some Unsettled Questions of
Politioal Economy,” and in the next year
the articles upon foundations and upon
the *Currency Juggle,” which are the first
of his collected dissertations

n.

Mill's mental history has now been traced
up to the age of twenty-six, when the fol-
lower had become fully competent to be-
come the guide His own experience had
brought home 1o him the sense of a certain
narrowness and rigidity in the Utilitarians;
his friendly controversies had led him to
regard opponents with more (o n
than Benthamites generally displayed, and
he was sincerely anxious to widen the bases
of his oreedd, and to assimilate whatever
was valuable in conflicting dootrines  More-
over, his practice as a writer had by this
time enabled him to express himself with
great cloarness and energy, and young
as he still was he was better qualified than
any of his contemporaries to expound
the views of his party

The period which followed the Reform
bill mnade a great change in Mill's |n~rumnl
position The Utilitarians had taken their
part in the agitation, and expected to share
in the fruits of vietory. Grote and Roe
buck now entersd the House for the first
time.  Charles  Buller and  Sir
Molesworth were also new members, and
both wers among the youngest recruits
of the Utilitarian party These and a
fow more formed the group known as the
“philosophioal  Radicals = Mill  became
their chief representative in the press
The philosophical Radicals, however, were
doomed 1o fatlure  The Reform bl had
transferred power to the middis classes,
who had foreed the doors for themselves,
but had no desire 0 admit the crowd still
Jeft outside e result was that the philo
sophical Radicals found themselves, to their
great surprise, without any great body
of voters belind them, and were only able
to complain of the half-hearted policy
of the W higs and 1o weaken the Whig ad
mimst ration, until the Conservatives under
Peel could take advantage of the situation
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that a remonstrance, which he imprudently
made to Mill, led to the oessation of their
friendship. Mill, who worshipped M.
Taylor as an embodiment of all that was
exerllent in human nature, resented such
disapproval bitterly; any reference to Mrs
Taylor produced excitement, and he avolded
collisions with possible censors by retiring
from the world altogether
note that Mr. Taylor died in July, 1848,
in April, 181, his widow became Mill's
wife. They codperated In the remarkable
essay upon *Liberty,” which, from a purely
literary puint of view, is the best of Mill's
writings He tells us that every sentence
in it, after wing twice written, was car

fully weighed and criticised by his  wife
and hinwall They had intanded to make
a final revision of it during the winter of
195858, but Mrs. Mill died at Avignon from
# sudden attack of congestion of the lungs
The blow was erushing Mill felt that
“the spring of his life was broken *  He
withdrew for a time into complete isolation,
though he soon found some solace in work

He bought a house at Avignon, and spent
ha!f his time there, to be near his wife's
grave His stepdanghter, Miss  Taylor,
Hived with him, and he expresses his grati-

tude for having drawn two such prizes in

William |

Eventually, philosophical Radioaliem  diod
out  lis  adheorents  became Whigs, or |
joined the (olden school of Radicalism,

which was the very antithesis of Soctallsm
The free trade movement, which was gath
ering strength as the manufacturing in
dustries grew stronger, had, no doubt,
an affinity for one important part of the
Beuthamite teaching  But such men as
Cobden and Bright. though they accepted
the political economy of the Utilitarians,
could not be counted as products or ad-
herents of the Utilitarian philosophy

Mill's first personal acquaintanoe with
Carlvie began in 1831, when Carlyle came
to London and desired to see the author of
the articles upon the *Spirit of the Age "
For a time there was a warm liking upon
both Mill
and sager disciple, and Carlyle hoped that
he would become a *mystic = During Car-
Ivle's submequent retirement at Craigenput -
tock carried on an intimate corre-
spondence  Mill's letters, of which Froude
gives a summary, exhibit Mill's character
istic candor and desire to profit by a new
light Though he speaks with the defer
ence becoming to A younger man, and to
one who admits his senior's superiority
s a poet, if not as a mere logician, he con-
fosses with a certain shyness to radical
dissent upon vital points The most re
markable characteristic s Mill's convietion
that he has emerged from the old dry Ben-
thamism into some highsr creed  What
precisely that higher creed may be is not
s obvious  When in 1834 Carlyle finally
sottied in London, the intercourse bhecame
frequent  Mill supplied Carlyle with books
on the French Revolution, and, as is well
known, was responsible for the destruction
of the manuseript of the first volume  His
withwequent review of the work in the Weat
minater may have been prompred partly
by remorse for this catastrophe, though
mainly no doubt by a generous desire to
help his friend

Carlvle, as the old tutor of Charles Buller,
was naturally acquainted with the Ut
tarfan cirele  The divergence, however,
of his whole creed and ways of thought

sides

they

U from theirs was certain in the end to cool

led to a |

undertake |

dehility * |

uted an article upon Catholic emancipation

to & “Parliamentary History © He wrote
articles upon the eommercial erisis, and
upon the currency, and upon reciprocity
in commerce for the two subsejuent an-
nual issues of the same work. At the
same time he learned German, forming
a class for the purpose He started o
wociety which met two days a week at
Grote's houss, here the young men dis-
oussed in succession  political  economy,
logic and psychology. A little later, the
Utilitarians, headed by Charles  Austin,
founded a debating society on the model
of the “Speculative Society ™ of Edinburgh
Besicdles the Utilitarians, this soclety in
cluded Macaulay, Thirlwall, Praesd, the
Bulwers. Fonblanque, Charles Buller, Cock -
brn, Shee and Abraham Hayward  Mau
rice and Sterling were representatives of
a Liberalism widely differing from Util-
tarianism  Until 1329, Mill took part in
nearly every debate  He learnad to speak
fluently, if not gracefully, and improved
his style by preparing written spoeches
New thoughts were now being suggested
to Mill from various quarters  Macaulay ‘s
attack upon his father's political theories
led him to recognize the inadequacy of
the Utilitarian system, and forced him to
consdder the logical problems involved,
He came under the influence of the Saint
Simonians about the same time  He wao
greatly impressad by the Saint Simonian
dortrine of the alternation of “eritioal”
and “constructive” periods.  He admitted
the necessity of something better than
the negative or “critical philosophy® of
the sighteenth century  He desired the
formation of a spiritual power  He pro.
tested, however, against the excessive
spirit of system, and agamst premature
attempts to organize such a power Ry
dogrees, however, he modified his  ob e
tions, and by  the vod of November, 1831,
declared Wi belief hat the Saint Simonian
ideal would b the final sate of the human
race  While his mind was thie fermenting
with many new deas, new al boast 1o him,
he s profoundly moved by the ¥French
Recolution of July, 18630 He went ot once
to Parss with Bosbuck and Grabham, wes

1 imroduced 1o Lalavetie, made frends with

bt populat eaders and came back pre-
1o take an sctive part s feball of

the teform  aghiation  For soame  yoan
e was an aUve Journalia comtntaatig
W e Eresimer under Fonbdangus A

e of artvles. oalied “The Ngartt of the
Age.” W this paper el 1o his sogusintanee
ik Uarige, v bouk Bs W e e e

personal relations.  Carlyle expresses re-

| lems,

“the lottery of life

\

1t was while Mill led the life of a recluse
that he produced his most elaborate and
important works  His “Logic” was pub
lished in the spring of 1843 The hook
was the product of strenuous, long-con
tinued thought, and of influences from
various quarters.  The success exceeded
his anticipation.  No one since Locke had
approached John Stuart Mill in the power
of making the problens of philosophy
intervating to the laity  Mill's “Political
Foonomy”® was begun in the autumn of
1%43, and finished by the end of 187 This
treatine bocame popular in a sense in which
1o work upon the same tople had been popu-
lar sinee the “Wealth of Nations,” it owed
it muccess in A great degree to the constant
endeavor to trace the bearings of merely
abstract formule upon the general qoes-
of wocial progress  He stimulated
the rising interest in thoss important prob-
and if his solutions did not
carry general convietion, they brought to
him in later years a following of reverent

tions

even

disciples The *“Political Economy ™ repre-
senits essoitinlly a development of the
Ricardian doctrine  In the first  edition

of the work the author spoke decidedly
against the practicability of Soctalism
e events of 188, however, seemed to him

[ 1o opeet new prossibilities for the propagation

of novel dootrines  In the interval Mill
soems 1o have become less of & Democrat,
hecause more oonvinesd of the neapacity
of the bt more of a Socialist in

the serse that he looked forward to a com
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! plete though distant revolution in the whole

appearsd as a candul |
| e dithel the
| Rocalism

+ that

| to

spect for the honesty of the Utilitarians, |

considers them as allies in the war
But his “mysticism™ im

and

against  cant

Lindustrial order

plisd the conviction that their negative |
attitude in regard to religion was alto-
I In the first place, it s inherited, and Mill

! proposed, therefore, to limit inheritances,

gether detastable; while in political theories
he was at the very opposite pole  Mill

sympathized with “Chartism” (1%39) and |

with *Past and Present”™ (183), as remon-
strances against the sins of the governing
classes:  but altogether rejected what he
took to be the reactionary tendency of the
Carlvlese gospel  Ultimately in 1840, when
Carlvle attacked the anti-slavery agitators,
Mill made an indignant reply, and all inter-
course ceased  Mill's judgment of Car.

"lvle, given in the *Autobiography.” shows

the vita' difference  betwearn the men
Carlyle, he says, was a poot and & man of
intuition,  Mill himself was neither Car-
Ivle saw at onee many things which Mill
conld only *hobble after and prove, " when
they were pointed out “I knew that |
eonld not see round him, and could never
b cortain that | saw aver him, and 1 never
presumed 10 judge him with any definite.
ness, until he was interpreted to me by one
greatly superior to us both, who was more
a poet than he. and more a thinker than
1. whose own mind and nature included his,
and infinitely more " that = to say, by Mrs
Tavior, who played so large a part in Mill's
life and to whom we shall presently recur
Carlvie's aversion to soepticism of a certain
kind, to Utiltarianism logie and to
political economy was téo inveterate to
allow of any real alliance with Mill
Ax  philemophioal Radicalism  sank
impotencs, Mill's accapation as its advocata
was gone For many vears he withdrew
altogether from london  society This
retirement was obviously due in part to
Ni< intimate association with Mrs Taylor
The “most valuable friendship of his life
A e torme it had been formed (n 15830 Mrs
Tavlor was two yvears his junior Her
hushand was a man in business, a dry
salter, or wholesale druggis'. a “most up-
right, hrave and honorable man.” accord
ing to Mill, and he was regarded by  her
with the “strongest affection” through
life Tavior was, however, without the
tastes which would have oualified him to
e & meet intellsctual  companion  for
bis wife  In this respect Mill was greatly
his superior, amd his intimacy with Mre
Tavior rapidly developed She was an
invahd for many vears, and had to live in
countey lodgings apart from her husband
Mill dinwd wiih her twidoe a week, her hus.
tand dining elsewhbere  He travelled with
hor on the Continent dunng his iliness  of
st Although Tavior himsell  bebaved
with singuiar geuerosity

i

into

simtes that his own relation to M Tayvhu
was one of “srong aflection and conf
dertial  intimacy  only T the  comtes ion

waturally grovoled censure  His  father
tustiyy evwsdemnieed Mm for bming n bove
wilh ansther man s wife M ot
and sistors disageroved  and were finaly
entrmnged by hus martiage in laler vears
Mre Coovte gaw lm up sggperestis on the
grovnd. albough be onmtinssd bs  dter -

He,
his book in
and a second

accordingly,
which

of  socety
part  of

iscnmsed,

siryctyre

A
edition (1%0) represented a more advanced
n'lll‘.l"h

Mr Stephen examines at some length
the quistion how far Mill could be called

The of difference was
belisved  in compmtition 1o the
bast . witvd was a thorough “individ
ualist © On the other hand, he held that
the foreible acquisition of land by s first
owners was still a tamt on the existing title
He drew the deduction that land ought
to be nationalized, that the State ought
become the national landlord, as in
India, and that at any rate, nothing should
be done by which more land could get into
private hands  If, then, the forcible ac-
quisition of land by its fisst owners still
casts & clond upon the title, is property
in other wealth altogether just? M doss
not answer this question fairly  He savs
in one place that “movable property * has,
on the whole, a purer “ongin than landed
property © It industry, not
smply foree  Om the other hand, Ml -
timates that in the acquisition of even
movable properiy, there has been a good
deal of fraud, and that there have been
many practioss at which “a person of deli
cate consclence”™ might sceruple  1f Mill
was far from the dootrine of Karl Marx,
and did not hold that capital s & mere
name for the outoome of & process of ex-
ploitation, he admitted at loast that there
was no such thing as Justion in the actual
Wealth, he thought | rep
different from a
proportion to industry

n Socialis

Mill

wir Tar

"-ln'.rnvu

resents something very

reward given in

Again, the poor man certainly doss not
start on equal terms with his richer rival
He that hath not mav not lose that which
he hath, but he has small chances of elimh-
ing the ladder  Mill denied that the poverty
of the masses is due to a “law of pnature
and imputed it, partly at least, to the com-

hination of eapitalists, which anables them

tor bring their power to hear in keeping
| down the rate of wages to an indefinite
fextent It ds pretty clear that, if Mill's

| imrmismesd Troom s prost

views were actually adopted: if the State
educated, nationaliged the land, supported
the poor, restrained marriage, regulated
labor where individual competition failed,
and wmed its power 1o squalize wealth, it
wonld adom  State Socialism
and lose sight of the reservation which
made Mill himself an individualist after all

A word should be said about Mill's rela-
tions with Auguste Comte  Their corre.
spondenoe heagan in 1541, when Mill's *Logie”
was passing through the final stage of
composition 1t seems that, on taking up,
in 1537, the two first volumes of Comte's
“Philosophie  Positive. ™ Mill had  boen
dueply impressed . he rend thelr sucosssors,
and in November, 181, he wrote to Comte
as an unknown and, indeed, in
the tone of an ardent disciple He acowpts
Comte's main position, he said, though
on some secondary guestions he has doubts
which may disappear  Mill holds that a
econstructive should sueoved to a eritioal
philosophy and sces the realization of his
hopes in the new doctrine. He thinks
with Comte that a "spiritual power® should
v constituted, which cannot be reached
through simple liberty of discussion; and
I lieves in a rehigion of humanity destined
to replace theology Comte took Mill for
a thorough convert A disoard, however,
soon showed ituell  Tn 1543 Mill bhegan an
argument s to the squality of the sexes
which lastedd for some nmonths  Comte
eventually said  that further  argunent
would le useless, as Mill was not yot pue.
pared 10 “fundamental  truths ©
Mill agreed 1o drop the discussion, and
added that his own opinions had only been
eomfirmed  In other words, the suppsosed
convert announeed  himsell as an  inde.
petitent though respectful juntor colleague
with a nght to differ The  misunder.
standing had further conssguetces W hen,
1.a, wAA CAperIng o be
Ml desclared that
w bong as he Hved, he would share his last
sox with his friend
ke ooy from & fellow thtnker, bt after

Vry  soon

admirer,

novwept

m June rite

{omie

ward m July 1M when be ataally et
bois puwt, aovwgded belp fron Ml s reher
friends. Crote, Massanh and Raibes
Cwire Cvate Yok ther git W w o
L urttete from discipies, and was ofended
whes. after the Brst wenr they  doeedined
S ovrrtinae The subesds Ml whe et

ovwnee  wih e listorian.  Beebuck g u-u,-a-u.mauuw.-w

We may here |

dectined 1o |

frankness and delicacy, but had to point
| out that he and his friends were partial
| allies, not subjects. Oradually the dis-
cord developed, and the correspondence
dropped. Mill ultimately came to think
that Comte's doctrine of a spiritual power
implied a despotism of the worst kind
In his final eriticism of the founder of
Positivism, he expressed disapprovaland
in the later aditions of the *Logic,” modi-
fied some of his varly compliments

The two books, the “logic® and the
* Political Economy,” present a nearly com-
plete statement of Mill's leading views.
| Although in later years he waa to treal
. of political, ethical and philosophlcal topics,
his principal doctrines were now sufficient |y
expounded, and the later writings were
rather deductions or applications than a
breaking of new ground None of them
involved so strenuous and N‘ continued
a prooess of mental elaboration, The
stacoess of these two books gave him a posi-
tion at the time unrivalled. He was socept -
ed as the Liberal philosopher; and could
siwak as one of unquestionsd authority
| Here we should note that, on the extinetion
of the East India Company in 1857, he drafted
a petition to Parliament on their behalf
A hix father had been in 1883, so he became
the apologist of a systen generally condem-
ped by the Liberals of the day.  His belief
was that the goverment of India could not
he cficiently carried on by the RBritish
Parliament;, that Indian  appointments
woulkd become prizses Lo be won by joblery,
and that the direct rule of English public
opinion would invoive a disregard of native
opinions and feelings  The Company, how
ever, came to an end, and Mill refusing to
accept & place on the new Councils, retired
in 1888 on a peonsion of £1,500 a year
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Releassd from his official labors, Mill
expectad, he tells us, to settle down “for
the remainder of his existence into a purely
literary life * From the end of 1885 to the
summer of 1885 he carried out this desigu,
and wrote much both on political and philo-
sophical topies  He published the essay
on “Liberty,” in which, after his
death, he resolved to make no further al-
teration He put together & short treatise
on “Utilitarianism® and reviewesd in the
Edinburgh the recently published lectures
of his oM friend, John Austin. His most
elaborate performance, however, was lLis
examination of Sir Willlam Hamilton's
philosophy. It involved him in  some
sharp controversies, and contained  his
final and most elaborate protest against
the Intuitionist schoel This, with the
three posthumous essays those on “Na
ture.” on *The Utility of Religion® and on
*Theism® exhibits Mill's position upon
the general philosophical questions which
were not treated in the “Logic ™ In his
earlier books he had Leen systematioally
reticent to a degree of which he afterward
disapproved  When, in 1885, his political
opponents  trisd 1o turn his  unpopular
opinions to account, the only phrase upon
whith they ecould fix was the sentiment
expressed in the sxamination of Hamilton,
that he would go to hell rather than wor-
ship an unjust He had intended 1t
| Meems, to publish the essay upon “Nature®
[ hitnself, but the others were still to he held
| back The three posthumous hooks, as
we have said, give a sufficient account gf
Mill's real views touching religion

Meanwhile he had been drawn to poli
ties A new Reform Ll was becoming
the objeet of practical political agitation
The surviving Utilitarians, indeed. had
declined from the true faith.  John Austin
lwfore his death had become distinctly
Conservative, Mill himsel!f had changed
in some fespects Nevertheless, Radical-
fsm in various forms was raising its head,
and was willing to acoept Mill, now’ a writer
of the firmt ewlabrity, as its authorized in
terpreter At this period he wrote much
which shows his relation to the new party
He now objected to the ballot, the favorite
nostrum  of  the  philosophical  Radicals,
1o which Grote still adnered  In 1881 he
axpounded hix whole political doctrine in
his “Considerations on Parliamentary Gove-
ernment.” and he wrote for future pubh
eation his *Subjection of Women “  In this
he intimates, “all that s most striking and
profound belongs to his wife " it appears
that his stepdaughter also had some share
in the composition  The outhreak of the
Civil War in Ameriea led him to pronounes
himself strongly in support of Bright,
Goldwin Smith and sympathize rs
with the cause of the Ui
on this subjact, although opposed to those
eommonly held among the English upper
classes, foll in with those of the Radicals,
and made him at onee a representative of
a strong current of opinion

At the general election of 1845 Mill was
invited to stand for Westminster He
acoeptad the invitation, though upon terms
which showsed that he would make no
sacrifice of his principles He refused 1o
inour any expense  He would not canvass,
although he attended a fow public meetings
in the week preceding the nomination He
declared that he wonld answer no questions
about his religious beliefs, but upon all
other topies would reply frankly  *“Iud
you.” he was asked at one meeting, *declare
that the English working classes. though
differing from those of some other countries
in being ashamed of lying, were vet gen-
erally lare?™ His answer, 1 did. "
duced, he mays, “vehement applause
Upon some points of the Radical creed
Mill's opinions were not acceptable  His
condemnation of the hallot and his ad-
Larence Lo woman suffrage and to minority
sopresentation marked his  opposition
some  Demooratic  tendencies, but  thess
qQuestions wera not enough in the fore
ground at the time to render his views
disqualifying. Hix election by a
widerable majority roussd great interest
The aconpted leaders, such as Bright and
Gladstone, welcomed him cordially 1o the
House of Commons, and the young men
who were then entering publie life looked
up to him with reverence It was asserted
by competent witnesses that the tone of
the debates was perooptibly ralsed by bas
speeches. His old practice at delating
societion and at the Politieal Eoonomy
Club had qualified him to give full ey
pression 1o his thoughts He poursd ous
continuous and well-arranged essave. 1ot
full of thought and frequently touching
the point epigrammatioally

Mill belpexd to pase the Reform Wil of
1887, actedl an & medimtor between 14
Ministers and the Kadicals wh were re
sponsible for the mesting in Hyde Par
and be made & weighty pr 1w hatf
of & geowrous and thorough-going  Irsh
policy  He thooght that & separation f
Iredand from Gireat Brttain woull b omis
chievous ta both parties, but he advoonted
a scheme for giving & permanent tenure
to existing tonanta, ®ith a due rogard 10
vested biterests  In Mr  Stophen «
on, however, Mill did et oVt ain in Par
§ hment that Kind of personal meght wha b
1wt immes  Boquired
| though e may preach offens i

wifes

(e

other

His opinions

pro-

to

~on

Merwt '

pnn

Ly & inan wis

wvriiw-

» ohviously made of the same fonl and
bhowd ms b adversarien Mo never ool
| e aevThung b the ol of WMNITY @
theommen cxoeg the smleatiment of selfia
| stgainty . generaiead by  class  pre judies
‘ and they . om thewr part amme Lo ook wpe
b pe & Aangeroas s In the o

| swamp their sense of fair play Iy onos

|

" wider than that

which constituted
“stupid party.” He took a very ac,
part in the agitation provoked by o
Eyre's action in the Jamaioa fnsurre

Mill and the investigating
which be had demanded, impressad oy
peoplo as allowing their indignat ta

oM

eves, Gov. Eyre seemed a victim 0 1

| mooution instead of a eriminal Al "
dimsolution of Parliament, Ml g
further odiurmn by sulwseribing o N

laugh's election experses His owi ooy

I

B eade D! Wi vk & ol

for Westminster was lost 15 Isis )
fusing some other offers, he ref el -

more to private life. His  strege )
apparently failing, and he achi s o
more. His task was practically s

plished  He died at Aviguon on 1wy

of May, 1873, of a sudden attack 1,

three days before walied fifte hose
on & botanieal excursion
viL
Mr Stephen points out that thoss whg
know John Stuart Mill only by hic woinge
have often misconosived  the  ohgr | orae
of the man. Ml himself  adoos .
the description of & Benthamite us “a 100
reasoning machine”™ was true of 1l
during “two or three years " hefora e g
learned to appreciate the value f "

emotions  Many readers thought 11 1/ a
of him to the last It cannot be sy

l his *“ Autobiography ™ is an attrastive thougn
it s an interesting book.  If the pages
about his wife be omitted, thee « g
singular absenoce of the qualities wijog
lend & charm to many autoblograp!ies
there s no tender dwelling on carlv dave

and associations. his father s 00 dene.
ally revealed as an ohject of profound
respect, but the son has no llusions ae

to his sire's harsher qualities. hardly any

reforence s made to the writer's mother,

or his brothers and sisters, his friends
are briefly noticed, and their intellectyal
merits are st forth but thers s 1o warm

exprossion of personal feeling for any of
them  Mill's comments on 1.- country-
men in general are contemptoous  and,
though he is desirous of the weifare of the

human species, he is as fully convinesd
as was Carlyle that men are “mostly fool ®
Old institutions awake no thrill, they are
simply embodiments  of  prejudioo. the
British nation s divided between those
who have @ *sinister interest " 10 abuses,

and the masss who are still too bratalized
to be trusted  His “zeal for the good of
mankind® was really to the last, what he
had meant it 1o have been st
wriod, & “aeal for specuiative opinions

l'vnm remnrks people  Liave
inferred that Mill was realiy o frigid thinke:,
a worthy expounder of the *dismal sciene ©

the marlv
.

sLe0 WO

which laves out of aovount all tha .
deepest and most truly valuable (n haman
At ure

While he acknowledges that there s
some truth in this estimate, the author
of the book before us considers it on e
whole unjust As a matter of fact, M

was & man of great emotional sensibis
and of very unusual tenderpess.  Beoodos
his great attach'nent to the lady who o

came his wilo, he was deeply devoted :
few friends, and in certain cases grea
overrated (heir qualities It as Mr Steg

en's beliof that his feelings were as tend
anythoug

as a woman's I they lacked

i1t owas not Keenness, gt TIMANR VT sl
which imphes more masculine fibee W
respesct to character, indeed Ml was as
mueh  feminine s mascaline He hal
some of the amiabie weaknesses W
are regarded as especially feminine Ha

{ asstimiio-

was remarkable for his powers

ton. he was docile rather than I

Like a woman he took things wit exoss
sive soriousivss, and shows the ' ant ’
humor imputed to most women  Prejudioes

provi ked hitn, e could not see the comi
side of prejudics or of lifs in 1 O
the other hand, he possess vl in the highest
degree the power of single-minded devos
tion which s predminentiy a  feminine
clunmy From his vouth upward, he was
devoted to the spread of principles which
held to be essential 1o human happ
ness Noo philanthropist  or  religious
teacher could labor more wioally
and Ill'h"l‘.l"l'\‘l{ for the good of hos kind;
he never flvr"»' the bearing «f his speculas
tions upon this ultimate end
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Some thirty pages of Mr Stephen's third
volume are allotted to Henry Thonaas
Buckle, who, saome fifteen vears vounger
than John Stuart Mill, was to become ona
of his conspicuous disciples  He was Lorn
at lLee in Kent, on the 24th of November,
1521 His father was a London merchart,
a Jory and a stanch (hurchman Tia
oy was sickly and spent only a very sl ot
time at an academy in Kentish Town
other school and no university can ciam
credit for his aducation, which was liheral
and comprehensive in a remarkable degree
By 1850 he had mastered eighteen foregn
languages and had amassed & library !
2200 volumes, chosen to provide him » °h
the materials for a general history of -
ization  Recoming gradually  alive
the vastness of the task proposad, he nar-

no

rowedd his aim to the production of & histooe
of civilization in Er \xl'ui with prelimin e
sirvevs of other civilizations Mr Steplen
points out that Buckle had been rea |
in the religious and political atmosphere ¢
the average middie class housebold, ot

foreign travel and wide reading had -4! i
his prejudices, and he bad become s Litooa
n the days when John Stuart Mill =
fluence was culminating  He shared -
enthusiasm of the period in whict
umph of free trade and the apphoate
Adam Smith's principles  secred 1
introdducing & new era of peace and pros
pority, and promising the final extine n
of antiquated prejudios He o
v«-ka.n—‘ as a Utilitarian pure and sinpe,
bt he represents the sxoternc and r-
yondent allies of the chief Utilitarian thee
he most characteristic tenets of he M |
wehonl of speculation are assned -
fonded in his writings Ruckle was )8
fittex] to interpret the dominan’ lor e
tierred
L
»

ey
of the day, and Mr Stephen, who
him seversly in 1880, now 1 eonog!
Lis literary ability was fully adeg
e offiee He has, Mr
much  of  the cloarness and A
Macaulay. and, whatever defes “
discoveraible in his style, witle )
hesttor qualified to imterest readers ' *
he narrow cirele of professed §o)
Buckle fundamental proeipo
n! tov-wit that the progress
ization is due, not to moral, bt
advancement  In other waords 1!
tinl difference hetween two stage
tory s 1he difference Letweern the
of  knowledge  peoesessed  wnd
thronghout  all Were  thas
whobe truth, it would follow that we g
write the history «f marnkid v
the hstory nite ]
ously  sugeested
written  without
of  inediviuals
won,  historens
the growth of sy
not nesxd o take
wieas, or all he oo
which come ursber the Hoad
and the smaotions 1y syl «
e IV W qutte wnoe e .
he reader that Buoide s
history hias finatte
il repetest
the general [oiiaipie o g
thotem of 18 After 1nmiet g
inadeguacy of the old Le
P rehonl et honds boe o
emphify the vy
tory wWhikh: e ha!  ooteoe
e naugurate i et
s histany than Lowd
Mallam and Macsumy |
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had tw
Inwl, br
just aaned
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